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INFO AMB SULLIVAN AND ADM GAYLER FROM SHELTON 
AMBUSH KILLINGS THREE USN OFFICERS 

1. FOLLOWING INFO PROVIDED TO GIVE YOU INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF 
SUBJECT INCIDENT. 

2. ALTHOUGH CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION IS INVOLVED AT THIS STAGE, 

IT APPEARS THAT CAPT MITCHELL AND PARTY, WHILE ENROUTE BACK 
TO SUBIC AFTER HAVING VISITED THE MCB CONSTRUCTION SITE. WERE 
AMBUSHED BY APPROX 5-7 ARMED MEN. AFTER ROUNDING A BEND (LEFT 
TURN) ON THE ROAD APPROX HALF MILE FROM CONSTRUCTION SITE THE 
JEEP PROCEEDED UP AN INCLINE WHILE PROBABLY TRAVELLING LESS THAN 
10 MPH DUE TO OVERALL ROAD CONDITIONS. IT HAS NOT YET BEEN 
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DETERMINED THAT THE SECTION OF ROAD AT WHICH THE AMBUSH OCCURRED 
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IS IN FACT WITHIN BASE BOUNDARIES. (DUE TO THE DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY 
OF ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN THAT AREA A TEMPORARY ROAD WAS BUILT FOR 
EQUIPMENT ACCES. THE TEMPORARY ROAD MAY BE PARTIALLY LOCATED 
OUTSIDE THE RESERVATION. A SURVEY IS UNDERWAY.) 

IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE JEEP INITIALLY RECEIVED GUNFIRE (CARBINE) 

FROM A MAN WHO WAS ON THE ROAD APPROX WTAEP FEET DIRECTLY IN 
FRONT OF THE JEEP, AND POSSIBLY BY OTHER WEAPON POSITIONS ABOVE 
AND TO THE RIGHT. SEVERAL SLUGS HIT THE UNDERCARRIAGE AND ONE 
OR TWO PENETRATED ABOVE THE WINDSHIELD/CANVAS TOP AND PROBABLY 
HIT LT JEFFRIES, THE DRIVER, AS HE ATTEMPTED TO EXIT THE JEEP. 

(THE JEEP HAD BEEN BRAKED TO A SUDDEN HALT, AS EVIDENCED BY SHORT 
SKID MARKS, PROBABLY EITHER IMMEDIATELY UPON SIGHTING OF THE 
ARMED MEN, OR IMMEDIATELY AFTER HAVING RECEIVED GUNFIRE). IT IS 
SURMISED THAT ALL THREE OCCUPANTS REACTED QUICKLY AND ATTEMPTED 
TO EXIT THE JEEP. ANOTHER, LONGER BURST OF GUNFIRE, POSSIBLY 
COMING FROM FOUR OR FIVE DIRECTIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY, FOLLOWED 
WITHIN APPROX 10 SECONDS OF THE FIRST VOLLY, KILLING CAPT MITCHELL 
AND CDR DOBLER, WHO APPARENTLY HAD CLEARED THE JEEP AND WHOSE 
BODIES WERE LATER RECOVERED 15-20 FEET DOWN A VERY STEEP RAVINE 
IMMEDIATELY ON THE DRIVERS SIDE OF THE ROAD. LT JEFFRIES' BODY WAS 
RECOVERED APPROX 10 FEET DOWN THE RAVINE; HIS WATCH, WALLET AND 
RINGS WERE TAKEN, INDICATING THAT HE WAS IMMOBLE, POSSIBLY DEAD 
FOLLOWING THE INITIAL BURST OF FIRE. THERE SEEMS NO DOUBT THAT THE 
AMBUSH WAS PLANNED IN ADVANCE. CAPT MITCHELL'S JEEP HAD TRAVERSED 
THE SAME ROAD LESS THAN AN HOUR EARLIER ENROUTE THE OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION; THE JEEP HAD TO RETURN THAT SAME ROAD, A FACT THAT WAS 
OBVIOUSLY KNOWN TO THE AMBUSH GROUP. 

3. SINCE CAPT MITCHELL HAD DECIDED TO MAKE THE TRIP APPROX 121800H 
APRIL THERE IS VERY LITTLE LIKLIHOOD THAT THE AMBUSH PARTY HAD 
ADVANCE INFO ON WHO THEY WOULD BE ATTACKING. IT APPEARS QUITE 
LIKELY THAT THE AMBUSH GROUP HAPPENED TO BE IN THE VICINITY AS THE 
JEEP TRAVERSED THE ROAD. THIS GROUP MAY HAVE SIGNTED (OR AT LEAST 
HEARD) THE JEEP ENROUTE TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITE AND DECIDED TO 
CONDUCT THE AMBUSH UPON ITS RETURN UNDER THE FALSE EXPECTATION 
THAT THEY COULD RECOVER SOME WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION, IN ADDITION 
TO ROBBING THE VICTIMS. 

4. THE PHIL CONSTABULARLY (PC) ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF THREE 
DISSIDENT GROUPS, TOTALLING APPROX TWENTY MEN, 

OPERATING IN THE BATAAN AREA. THE PC BELIEVE THAT THE AMBUSH WAS 
CONDUCTED BY ONE OF THESE THREE GROUPS. SEVEN OR EIGHT MEN STRONG, 
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WHICH IS LED BY TEOFILO VALENZUELA, A 28 YEAR OLD FROM SAMAL, BATTAN. 

5. THERE ARE SEVERAL POSSIBILITIES AS TO WHY THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED 
AND WE ARE NOT YET FIRM ON ANY ONE OF THEM. IT IS BELIEVED THAT 
THE VALENZUELA GROUP IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATHS OF TWO OR 
THREE PHIL NATIONALS IN BATAAN OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS. INCREASING 
PRESSURE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO BEAR AGAINST THEM DURING THIS TIME 

AND THE GROUP MAY HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY DESPERATE FOR RESOURCES. 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PRIMARY MOTIVE WAS TO RECOVER WEAPONS. IT IS 
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ALSO POSSIBLE THAT THE AMBUSH GROUP DESIRED TO ESTABLISH OR ENHANCE 
ITS REPUTATION AMONG THE LOCALS (INCLUDING SQUATTERS DISENCHANTED 
WITH CONSTRUCTION OF THE PERIMETER ROAD) IN ORDER TO ENLIST FURTHER 
SUPPORT OR TO STRENGTHEN ITS STATUS WITHIN THIS AREA. ALTHOUGH 
POSSIBLE, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE SO FAR TO SUGGEST THE EXISTENCE OF 
"OUTSIDE" CONTROLLING INFLUENCES. 

6. 1 HAVE INITIATED ON BASE SEARCH OPERATIONS WITH PMO AND MARINE 
PERS. THE PC ARE CONDUCTING OFF BASE SEARCH OPERATIONS IN COORDINATION 

WITH THE PMO OPS. AND THE NISO RESOURCES ARE EMPLOYED. 

7. SIGNIFICENT DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE REPORTED AS OCCURRING. 

8. VERY RESPECTFULLY AND WARM REGARDS. 

GDS-80 UNQTE PURNELL 
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